Slithering Serpents

Small Animal and Reptile

Sanctuary

Hedgehogs

(ERINACEUS EUROPAEUS)

Hedgehogs come from an ancient family and fossils suggest that hedgehog like creatures have been on the earth for about fifteen million years.

The modern hedgehog has no close relatives amongst other mammals, although it may have distant links with moles and shrews.

Hedgehog spines are modified hairs, about 2-3cms long.  They cover the back of its head and body.  An adult hedgehog has between 5000 and 7000 spines.

A hedgehog grows to 20 to 30cms in length, but its tail will be less than 2 to 3cms long.

